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give acuteness to their perceptions, and consecutive-
ness and clearness to their reasoning powers: we are in
danger from their folly, not from their wisdom; their
weakness is what fills us with apprehension, not their
strength.

For ourselves, we are not so blinded by our parti-
cular opinions as to be ignorant that in this and in
every other country of Europe, the great mass of the
owners  of large  property,  and of all  the  classes
intimately connected with the owners of large pro-
perty, are, and must be expected to be, in the main,
Conservative. To suppose that so mighty a body can
be without immense influence in the commonwealth,
or to lay plans for effecting great changes, either spir-
itual or temporal, in which they are left out of the
question, would be the height of absurdity. Let those
who desire such changes, ask themselves if they are
content that these classes should be, and remain, to a
man, banded against them; and what progress they
expect to make, or by what means, unless a process of
preparation shall be going on in the minds of these
very classes; not by the impracticable method of con-
verting them from Conservatives into Liberals, but
by their being led to adopt one liberal opinion after
another, as a part of Conservatism itself. The first step
to this, is to inspire them with the desire to systematize
and rationalize their own actual creed: and the feeblest
attempt to do this has an intrinsic value; far more,
then, one which has so much in it, both of moral good*
ness and true insight, as.the philosophy of Coleridge.
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